
 
Name of the Tool 
 

  
 WorldCat 
 

 
Home Page 

 

 
 

 
Logo 

 

  
 

 
URL 

  
https://www.worldcat.org/ 

 
Subject  

  
Bibliography 

 
Accessibility 

  
Free 

 
Language 

 
Multilingual  

 
Publisher 
 

 
Online Computer Library Center, Inc.(OCLC) 

 
Brief History 
 

 
The OCLC was created in 1967, the same year Fred Kilgour (an American 
librarian) founded WorldCat, though the first catalog records were added in 
1971.  It is the world's largest bibliographic database. In 2003, OCLC began 
the "Open WorldCat" pilot program, making abbreviated records from a 
subset of WorldCat available to partner web sites and booksellers, to 
increase the accessibility of its subscribing member libraries' collections. In 



2006, it became possible to search WorldCat directly at its website.  
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
WorldCat is a union catalog that itemizes the 2 billion collections of 10000+ 
libraries in 170 countries and territories that participate in the Online 
Computer Library Center (OCLC) global cooperative. It is operated by 
OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc. The subscribing member 
libraries collectively maintain WorldCat's database. It covers popular books, 
music CDs and videos (all of the physical items users are used to getting 
from libraries). User can also discover many new kinds of digital content, 
such as downloadable audio books. Users may also find article citations with 
links to their full text; authoritative research materials, such as documents 
and photos of local or historic significance; and digital versions of rare items 
that are not available to the public. Here resources are also available in other 
languages. These languages are English, French, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese, Czech, Dutch, German, Thai, Korean, Chinese and Japanese. 
 

 
Kind of Information 
 

 
WorldCat connects the collections and services of more than 10,000 libraries 
worldwide. In this site user can search catalog through basic search or 
advance search by term, title or keyword.  After search a long list appeared 
with some entries including the total number of search result (with all 
formats). For example under the search term ‘Biology’ following results are 
appeared. 
 

            
 
 
Under the search term ‘Biology’  an entry or a catalogue entry such as  
‘Developmental biology : a comprehensive synthesis’ provides details 
information including cover page of book, title, author(s), subject, edition 



etc. e.g.: 
 
 

 
 
With this list of libraries (including document format, distance from your 
location etc.) attached here. A screen shoot is given below. 
 

  
 
Other information like Details, Reviews, Tags, Similar items, Linked data 
also available here. 
 
Details 

Additional Physical Format: 

Online version: 
Developmental biology. 
New York : Plenum Press, ©1985-©1991 
(OCoLC)646930698 

Document Type: Book 

All Authors / Contributors: 
Leon W Browder 

Find more information about:  

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
In French  
 
The above mentioned example i.e. ‘Developmental biology: a 
comprehensive synthesis’ similarly appeared in French. Some print screens 
are given below for clear understanding. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 Search many libraries at once for an item and then locate that item in 

nearby library is possible. 
 

 Research articles and digital items (like audiobooks) directly view 
and download possible. 
 

 WorldCat mobile apps also available for iphone and android. 
 

 WorldCat Identities Network and WorldCat Genres application 
present here. 
 

 Video tutorial available here. e.g.: 

 
 

 Various WorldCat tools present here. An example is given below 
through print screen. 



 
 
 

 List of most popular libraries available here. 
 

 Most popular tags are included here. (e.g.: vermont college of fine 
arts, available online book, genealogy, architecture,  history etc.) 
 

 Recent reviews and recently updated list are available here. 
 

 WorldCat results often include a direct link to the "Ask a Librarian" 
help feature of a library's Web site. 
 

 WorldCat allows participating institutions to add direct links from 
WorldCat to their own catalog entries for a particular item, which enables 
the user to determine its real-time status. 
 

 On the WorldCat page for a particular item, one can enter a rating 
and review under the "Reviews" tab, and contribute factual notes or a 
book's table of contents under the "Details" tab. (N.B.: only reviewer 
can modify or delete their own review, but other users can edit 
information that has been contributed under Details (similar to 
Wikipedia). 
 

 Links to social networking site like Facebook, Twitter and also links 
to Youtube. 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
There are no specific alphabetical or other arrangements. But various kind of 
sorting option present here for the users. A print screen is given below for 
example.                                                       
 



 
 
 
In WorldCat one can retrieve their information i.e. catalogue of a particular 
book through various parameter like Author, Language, Year, Content, 
Topic etc. For the search term “Biology” users can refine their search via 
previous mentioned parameters. e.g.: 
 

  
 

 
Remarks WorldCat is the world's largest network of library content and services. 

WorldCat libraries are dedicated to providing access to their resources on the 
Web, where most people start their search for information. WorldCat helps 
to search and retrieve bibliographic records for cataloged items, information 
about libraries that own the items and links to online catalog records when 
available. WorldCat connects the collections and services of more than 
10,000 libraries worldwide. 
 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Indian National Bibliography (INB) (http://inbonline.nic.in/) 

 
 The British National Bibliography ( http://bnb.bl.uk/) 

 
 The Russian National Bibliography (Rossiyskaya Natsional’naya 

Bibliografiya) 
(http://www.bookchamber.ru/content/for_lib/elect_biblio.html) 

 
 Bibliographie nationale française(French National Bibliography)  



 

(http://bibliographienationale.bnf.fr/ ) 
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