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Published by Oxford University Press under the auspices of the American Council of 
Learned Societies. 

 
Brief History 
 

 
The American National Biography was published in 24 volumes in 1999. The 
American National Biography won instant acclaim as the new authority in American 
biographies. The publication of the online edition makes the ANB even more useful 
as a dynamic source of information -- updated semi-annually, with new entries and 
revisions of previously published entries to enhance their accuracy and currency. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The landmark American National Biography offers portraits of more than 19,000 
men and women from all eras and walks of life whose lives have shaped the nation. 
The ANB Online features over 2,800 illustrations, more than 80,000 hyperlinked 
cross-references, links to select web sites, and powerful search and browse 
capabilities.  This online biographical reference tool presents biographies over 
18,700 including the 17,435 original biographies from the print edition 
 

 
Kind of Information 

  
 
The format of articles in the American National Biography is based on chronology. 
A given article traces a person's life through the sequence of significant events as 
they occurred from birth to death. Childhood and education are, as a rule, briefly 
discussed at the outset; then the course of the subject's career is mapped out, with the 
emphasis on the key achievements and the essential details of private life.          



                                                                                                                             

 
Special Features 

 The quick search box is available at the top right of the screen of this site. 

 
 

 Custom search box is there to refine or widen the search. 

 
 

 In addition to the main text of the article, there are links in the left hand pane 
that guide the reader to related material:  l: where available, cross-references 
take the user to other subjects in the ANB Online while links to the online 
version of the Oxford Companion to United States History take the user to 
articles that will set the biography in a broader historical context. 



 
 

 Descriptive bibliographies are attached with each article, which may include 
mention of primary sources, the most useful published biographies, articles or 
monographs about specific aspects of the person's career, and obituaries. 
 

 There is also an option of “Print Article” and “Email Article” attached with 
each article for printing articles and for sending the articles through mail. 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
Biographies are arranged alphabetically according to year of update. Recently 
included biographies are freely available in “What’s New” option. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
  

 
Remarks 

 
It covers biography of notable persons of America with detail bibliography, cross 
references etc. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Dictionary of Irish Biography (http://dib.cambridge.org/) 
 Australian Dictionary of Biography (http://adb.anu.edu.au/) 
 Dictionary of Canadian Biography (http://www.biographi.ca/en/index.php) 
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