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Brief History 
 

 
The Dictionary of Irish Biography, in online version, was published on 18 November 
2009 by Cambridge University Press in nine volumes and online. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
This biographical dictionary is published simultaneously in print and online, the 
Dictionary of Irish Biography is the most comprehensive and authoritative 
biographical reference work for Ireland. 
• Biographical subjects include: artists, scientists, lawyers, actors, Musicians, writers 
in Irish and English, politicians, sporting figures, criminals and saints 
• Compiled by 700 expert advisors and contributors 
• Articles range from 200 to 15,000 words, from short summaries to detailed 
assessments 
 
 

 
Kind of Information 

  
 
The format of articles in the Dictionary of Irish Biography is arranged chronologically. 
A given article traces a person's life through the sequence of significant events as 
they occurred from birth to death. Childhood and education are, as a rule, briefly 
discussed at the outset; then the course of the subject's career is mapped out, with the 
emphasis on the key achievements and the essential details of private life.           
 

                                                                                                                                       



 
Special Features 

 

 Links to facebook, twitter, outlook express. 

 
 

 Advanced search option presents for quick retrieve. 

 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
 In this biographical reference tool, entries are arranged alphabetically by surname. 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 
Remarks 

The Dictionary of Irish Biography is a collaborative project between Cambridge 
University Press and the Royal Irish Academy, available in print and online, 
involving 700 contributors and spanning over 9,700 lives. The Dictionary is the 
indispensable reference work for Ireland. It includes the lives of Irish men and 
women who made a significant contribution in Ireland and abroad. 
 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Australian Dictionary of Biography (http://adb.anu.edu.au/) 
 Dictionary of Canadian Biography (http://www.biographi.ca/en/index.php) 
 American National Biography Online 

(http://anb.org/login.html?url=%2Farticles%2Fhome.html&ip=112.133.231.1
75&nocookie=0) 
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