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Aristotle (384-322 BC) [Classical Antiquity] The youngest of the three Greek giants of philosophy. Aristotle — as opposed to Socrates and Plate — had wide scientific interests, but he did not share
the political concerns of the last mentioned to the same degree. He was born in Macedonia and moved as a young man to Athens, later to Assos in Asia Minor, back to Macedonia again (where he
tutared Alexander the Great). When the latter became king in 335 Aristotle moved back to Athens and founded his own school there, the Lyceum, which was also known as the peripatetic, ar walking,
school from the custom of its students of strolling about the grounds. After the death of Alexander he retired to Euboea. Aristotle was an adherent of the conventionalist view of language which is
seen in his De interpretatione where he stresses that language does not arise naturally but is set by convention.

Austin, John Langshaw (1911-1960) [philosophy] English philosopher. Born in Lancaster and educated in Oxford where he taught after Werld War 11 until his death. He was a representative of the
‘ordinary language’ school of philosophy. In his posthumously published book How to do things with words (1962) he outlined his theory of speech acts which was central to the later development of
linguistic pragmatics. His basic stance was that utterances not only describe but also affect reality.
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Bede, The Venerable (6737-735) [Dark Ages] English monk and historian. Bede was born in Northumbria and became a monk at Jarrow where he remained for the remainder of his life. Bede is known
to posterity as the author of Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum 'Ecclesiastical history of the English people’ which is the main historical source for the Old English period. He was an accurate and
reliable observer and compiler of historical information and it is to him that we know of when and how the initial Germanic invasion of Britain took place.

Bickerton, Derek [linguistic theory] An American linguist who is known far his views on how children 'create’ language in a creole situation. Bickerton believes that there is an innate bioprogram which
comes to the fore in situations of uncontrolled first language acquisition with little or no linguistic background. This bioprogram contains various elements, such as aspectual distinctions for verbs,
which have been repeatedly observed among the world's creoles.
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Chomsky, (Avram) Noam {1928- | [Inquistic theary] An American inguist and political commentator, Bom in Philadelphia and educated af the University of Pennylvania under Zelli Harris, Chomsky
s00n develaped his own ideas on inguistics which he moulded into  coherent theary, temed Eransformational-generative grammar, or simply generative grammar, which became the dominant
paradign in the field after the publication of his book Syntactic structures in 1957, He joined the Massachusatts Insttute of Technalogy in 1955 and has remained there since, publishing pralferausly
on 2l aspects of Inquistc theary with 2 high degree of consistency and continually remaining at the forefront of thearetical research, Chomsky has always strassed anquage as an abstract system,
knowledge of which is partly innate and partly acqured unconsciously in early chidhood. It is autonamous and shows intemal structure which s independent of other faculties but parallel to simiar
coqnitive ablities, Chomsky is more widely known as an uncompromising commentztor an American foreign policy, iniialy during the Vietnam War and later in connection with [srael, Nicaragua and
other countries where America has felt called upen to intervene.
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