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England Glossary

Glossary of Medieval Art and Architecture A
abacus or impost block: The slab at the top of a capital between the capital and the architectural member

To find a word, clck onts first letter in the list below above.
See also column, pier.
To see an ilustration of a word and hear s pronunciation, click on it in Other parts of a cohunn or pier: capital, shaft, column base

the window to the right

acanthus: A Mediterranean plant. The leaves are thick, fleshy, and scalloped. A stylization of the acanthus leaf
A B C.D was often used in ancient decoration, especially the Corinthian capital
A.b. L. D,
E.F. G. H See also Corinthian capital
L. 04 H,
LJ. K L aisle: Open arca of a church parallel to the nave and separated from it by columns or piers.
M.N.O.P. J—
Q.R.S.T. altar In the Roman Church, a table at which the celebration of the Eucharist takes place. It is placed in a prominent
U.V.W. place in the church, usually in the choir facing the main entrance to the church.
Y. Y. W,
X Y Z See also retable, chapel, choir
Do Xo L

alternation of support: A system of supports for an arcade or colonnade in which there are two different
Allimages and html code in this project are copyright Jane Vadnal. Any use of types of support. The alternation may be quite obvious between one pier (strong support) and one column (weak

them without her express written consentis prohibited. Email medari@pitt edu, support). or the alternation may exist only in slight differences in the shafting on each pier.

See also arcade. colonade. column. pier.

Return to Medart Home Page

ambulatory: A semicircular or polygonal aisle which leads around the cast end of the choir; often separating the

aecportico choir from apses or chapels.
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Brief History This site was developed by the University of Pittsburgh's Digital
Research Library in 2008. The copyright holder of this project is Alison
Stones. The website is used by the University of Pittsburgh with her
express permission.

Scope and Coverage Glossary of Medieval Art and Architecture covers different art and
architecture related terms. All terms are present with suitable
architectural diagram.

Kind of Information The meaning, description of the art and architecture related terms
are found in this dictionary. With each entry hyperlinked see also
references are present. Within an entry pronunciation of term and
related architectural diagram present. For clear understanding an
example for term “Alternation of support” is given below.

Iternation of support: A system of supports for an arcade or colonnade in which there are two different
types of support. The alternation may be quite obvious between one pier (strong support) and one column (weak
support), or the alternation may exist only in slight differences in the shafting on each pier,

See also arcade. colonade. column. pier.

ambulatory: A semicircular or polygonal aisle which leads around the east end of the choir; often separating the
choir from apses or chapels.

See also aisle. apse. choir. east end. hemicycle

P

alternation of supports: A system of supports for an arcade or colonnade in which there are two different types of
support. The alternation may be quite obvious, between one pier (strong support) and one column (weak support). or
it may exist only in shght differences, such as in the shafting on each pier.

See also arcade, colonnade, cohmnn, pier

Click here for pronounciation.

columns
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Elevation of church at Knechtsteden, Ge
Image adapted from Dehio and von Bezold, Die chli

25 Abendlands.

“See also” terms are also available with similar kind of information.
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and France.

Entries are arranged in alphabetic order. For example under the
alphabet ‘G’ the terms Gallery or tribune , Greek cross , Greek
key or meander, Groin vault etc. are arranged in alphabetic order.

The purpose of this site is to promote education and research in
Medieval art and architecture.
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