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Friends of MP Intan's son abuse cannabis and offer drug to him

SINGAPORE - Two of her son's friends are not only abusing drugs - they had even invited her 18-year-
old boy to join them in smoking cannabis, said Dr Intan Azura Mokhtar (Ang Mo Kio GRC).

He "sensibly declined" the offer, she said in Parliament on Tuesday (April 4).

Dr Intan also revealed how one of her son's polytechnic mates has been smoking cannabis in school
and how another friend of his - an ITE student - was caught smoking the drug.

"While he (the ITE student) is undergoing follow-up checks through routine urine tests, he continues
to take synthetic weed, which he claims cannot be detected through the urine tests," she said, adding
that the drug abusers are quite nonchalant about their habit and seem to think it is no big deal.

Dr Intan was among several MPs who debated in Parliament over a motion tabled by Mr Christopher
De Souza (Holland-Bukit Timah GRC) to strengthen the fight against drugs in Singapore, as she
urged the authorities to do more in schools.

"While | must state that these are only two of his many friends who otherwise lead drug-free and
healthy lives, | am calling for the CNB (Central Narcotics Bureau) , the police, the Health Promotion
Board, and our institutes of higher learning to go all out to stop such drug use and abuse in our
educational institutions, even if the numbers are small and seemingly insignificant," she added.
Several MPs also warned against an international trend of legalising drug use, with Dr Intan decrying
what she labelled as "callous™ claims by some pro-cannabis proponents that small amounts of
cannabis use is perfectly alright.

She said these proponents also claim there are medical conditions such as glaucoma or Parkinson's
disease that can be managed through daily doses of cannabis or marijuana.

Said Dr Intan: "We would also need the help of medical professionals and research experts to verify
such claims, and more importantly to curb the incorrect perception that small doses of drug use on a
daily basis is perfectly fine."

In his speech on Tuesday, Mr De Souza also warned of how cannabis is growing in popularity in
Singapore, citing recent figures from the CNB.

He pointed out that the amount of cannabis seized for first six months last year was almost the same
amount seized for the whole of 2015. He also said that in 2015, for the first time, cannabis became the
second most commonly abused drug in Singapore.

Mr De Souza stressed that cannabis can be a gateway drug to heroin and cocaine, especially among
young abusers, and also that using cannabis as rare as once a week may irreversibly lower one's 1Q.
"Compared to the general population, there is a four-fold higher risk of mortality among those with
cannabis-use disorder," he added.

"So you want to call cannabis soft? To do so is plain foolish."

This article was first published on April 4, 2016.
The Straits Times
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Different kind of services like horoscope, Chinese zodiac, currency
converter, Singapore weather report available.

Contact and feedback option available with proper form.

Links to social networking sites like Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and
SO on.

New posts are present.

One can subscribe newsletter through proper way.

Online advertising and interactive marketing opportunities at
AsiaOne include: banner advertising, mobile advertising, electronic
direct mailer, viral marketing gateway.
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The articles are primarily arranged some major topic wise then publication
date wise. One can search their information according to their own choice.

AsiaOne users can engage in special interest sites which cover finance,
motoring, technology, health and various lifestyle topics. Every month, the
AsiaOne homepage and its various microsites enjoy 100 million pageviews
from 6 million unique visitors.

» Tellus News Digest (http://tellusnewsdigest.com/)
» The Guardian Weekly (https://www.theguardian.com/weekly)
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