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 Plants - Directories 
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Brief History 
 

 
The Garden Watchdog is a free directory of 7,869 mail order gardening companies. 
Since 1994, 4,424 companies have been reviewed in the Garden Watchdog, and 
85,225 comments have been posted (57,148 positive, 11,957 neutral, 16,120 
negative) by 44,178 customers. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
It provides information on three types of files which are : 
 PlantFiles: It is the most complete plant database online, with information 

for new and expert gardeners alike.  
 BugFiles: It is a database designed to help gardeners identify the insects, 

spiders, and butterflies in their gardens. BugFiles continues to grow through 
the collaborative efforts of 2,985 gardeners from around the world. Any 
registered user may add new insects, images, comments, and ZIP codes. 
There are 7,305 bugs listed, with 16,778 images and 3,110 comments in this 
database.  

 BirdFiles: It is a database designed to help birders identify the birds in their 
gardens and in nature. It continues to grow through the collaborative efforts 
of 676 people from around the world. Any registered user may add new birds, 
images, comments, and ZIP codes. There are 3,525 birds listed, with 8,035 
images and 953 comments. 

 
 
Kind of Information 

  
Popular plants are kept separately. Each of those plants is given with information on 
its family, genus, species, cultivar, photograph, brief description, height, spacing, sun 
exposure, heat (pungency), fruit shape, fruit size, fruit color, disease resistance, seed 
type, usage, soil ph requirements, propagation methods, seed collecting, foliage 
color, bloom characteristics, water requirements, where to grow, similar types plants 
etc. An example is shown below : 
 

       
 
Garden related articles are written by the team of expert gardeners. Daily posts 
include everything from beginner gardening tips to in-depth articles on botany and 
landscaping. Each of those articles is given with relevant photograph, date, name of 
the author etc. Such as: 
 



                  
 
The ‘Gardenology’ is considered as a knowledge base of 3,507 garden terms 
compiled by gardeners and farmers from around the world. They've shared their 
plant knowledge and expertise in 4,753 definitions, tips, and techniques. Here one 
term can be defined by different experts in different ways. 
The ‘Insectipedia’ can be considered as an insect & bug dictionary and name guide 
of the same. Insectipedia is a reference guide containing an alphabetical list of 
botanical (latin) words for insects and bugs, with information given for each word, 
usually including the etymology (i.e., history and/or origin) and pronunciation. An 
example is shown below: 
 

                           
    
 Registered users can view all trade lists from where they can know about all the lists 
of seeds and plants that are available for trading by the members of DG. They can 
manage their own trade list at this page also. Discussion forums for plant and seed 
trading can help them in this case. 
List of members under each country and each state of U.S. can be seen also with 
their date of joining.                    
                                                                                                                                                   

 
Special Features 

 

 A botanical dictionary is provided here to know about different terms and their 
meanings. 

 Advance search can be done. 
 Videos are given on several topics. 
 Online shopping can be done. 

                                                            
 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
   Names of plants are arranged alphabetically as follows: 
   

                             



 

 
 

  
 
Remarks 

 
Dave's Garden (i.e. "DG") is an informational website where a large, international 
community of gardeners can learn from each other and find resources offered by the 
gardening industry. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Nurseries Online -  http://www.nurseriesonline.com.au/  
 Plants Database (National Gardening Association) - https://garden.org/plants/  
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