
 
Name of the Tool 
 

 
Directory of Open Access Books: DOAB 

 
Home Page 

 

 
 

 
Logo 

 

 
 

 
URL 

  
www.doabooks.org/ 

 
Subject  

  
Books - Directories 

 
Accessibility 

 
Free 

 
Language 

 
Bilingual ( English & French) 

 
Publisher 
 

  
Directory of Open access Books 



 
Brief History 
 

 
In the summer of 2012, DOAB conducted research on user needs, to evaluate the 
users’ experiences of DOAB and to identify needs and expectations with respect to 
(a directory of) Open Access books. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
DOAB supports the OAI protocol for metadata harvesting (OAI-PMH). Service 
providers and libraries can use the protocol to harvest the metadata of the records 
from DOAB for inclusion in their collections and catalogues. Aggregators can 
integrate the records in their commercial services and libraries can integrate the 
directory into their online catalogues, helping scholars and students to discover the 
books.  Libraries and aggregators can also download the list of records in DOAB in a 
comma-separated format. Then they can import the file to Excel or some other 
software program for further use. As a whole, it covers information on 5658 
academic peer-reviewed books from 167 publishers. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

  
 This directory gives information on a variety of subject disciplines. Those are : 

         
The names of publishers show the total no. of books under each of them. The 
numbers are given in brackets. Such as : 
 

            
While books are browsed through their titles, alphabetical arrangement can be seen 
(under each alphabet). Browse results shows the total no. of found books. Each of the 
books provides information on its title, ISBN, author, publisher, subject, total no. of 
pages, DOI etc. Moreover, different facilities like abstract, keyword, free access, 
online purchasing and export citation etc. are available also. One example is shown 
below : 
 



 
 
Information are given on the requirements of publishers, application forms for 
publishers to attach themselves with DOAB and upload procedures of books. DOAB 
blogs provides information on user need survey and user need support. 
It provides information on metadata harvesting and content dissemination. 
Information on the awards and other achievements are discussed also. 
                                      

 
Special Features 

 

 Names of books can be browsed either by titles or by subjects or by publisher. 
 Advance search facility is available. 
 RSS Feed facility can be availed. 
 Pages of the books can be printed directly and can be shared through social 

media. 
 Important links and links of sponsors are attached. Some of those are Springer, 

Brill and Open edition etc. 
 FAQs & feedback facilities are kept for users. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
     The names of subjects are arranged alphabetically as shown below : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Alphabetical arrangement can be seen in case of books also : 
 

 
  
Names of publishers are also arranged alphabetically like : 
 

 
 

 
Remarks 

 
The directory is open to all publishers who publish academic, peer reviewed books in 
Open Access and should contain as many books as possible, provided that these 
publications are in Open Access and meet academic standards. DOAB helps to 
increase discoverability of Open Access books. Academic publishers are invited to 
provide metadata of their Open Access books to DOAB. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 OAPEN ( www.oapen.org/ ) 
 Open Access Books | InTechOpen ( www.intechopen.com/books ) 

 
 
Date of Access 

 
24th January’ 2017. 



 
 


