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Brief History 
 

 
In 1947, following the aftermath of the Second World War, four pioneering 
photographers founded a now legendary alliance. Combining an extraordinary range 
of individual styles into one powerful collaboration, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Robert 
Capa, George Rodger and David Seymour started, over a celebratory bottle of 



champagne, the most important artists’ cooperative ever created: The Magnum 
Photos agency. 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
Magnum has documented most of the world’s major events and personalities since 
the 1930s; covering industry, society and people, places of interest, politics and news 
events, disasters and conflict. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
For nearly 70 years Magnum Photos has been providing the highest quality 
photographic content to an international client base of media, charities, publishers, 
brands and cultural institutions. The Magnum Photos library is a living archive 
updated regularly with new work from across the globe. 
 
Magnum Photos reaches a global audience and has established itself as the authentic, 
storytelling photographic brand. It remains loyal to its original values of 
uncompromising excellence, truth, respect and independence. 
 
In February 2010, Magnum announced that Michael Dell's venture capital firm MSD 
Capital had acquired a collection of nearly 200,000 original press prints of images 
taken by Magnum photographers. It had formed a partnership with the Harry 
Ransom Center at The University of Texas at Austin to preserve, catalog, and make 
photographs available to the general public. In September 2013 it was announced 
MSD Capital donated the collection to the Ransom Center. A preliminary inventory 
is available for researchers who wish to use the collection. 
 
The Magnum cooperative has included photojournalists from across the world, who 
have covered many historical events of the 20th century. The cooperative's archive 
includes photographs depicting family life, drugs, religion, war, poverty, famine, 
crime, government and celebrities. Magnum In Motion is the multimedia offshoot of 
Magnum Photos and is based in New York City. 
 

 
Special Features 

 

 A whereabout map is available which shows the locations of Magnum 
Photographers around the world.  

 

 



 

 
 

 
 Basic and advanced search facilities available to search the images from this site. 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
Images are arranged categorically, all the available categories are arranged 
alphabetically. 
 
These categories are – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remarks 

 
Users from around the world can access the images from Magnum photos and use 
them for any purposes. All images available in this site are easily saved by right 
clicking on the image and selecting save as option. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Photos of American Memory Project  

( https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ListSome.php?format=Photograph) 
 

 The Field Museum – Photo Archives  
( https://www.fieldmuseum.org/science/research/area/photo-archives) 
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