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Brief History 
 

 
The ONS was formed on 1 April 1996 by the merger of the Central Statistical Office 
(CSO) and the Office of Population Censuses and Surveys (OPCS). 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
It covers information on the activities of businesses and industry in the UK, 
including data on the production and trade of goods and services, sales by retailers, 
characteristics of businesses, the construction and manufacturing sectors, and 
international trade.  Employment data covering employment rates, hours of work and 
earnings.  It also gives information on  neighbourhood statistics (NeSS)  which offers 
free access to a summary of your neighbourhood and small area data. This covers the 
census, deprivation, health, local economy, education, housing and crime. It allows 
to analyse and compare selected areas using maps and charts.                        
 

 
Kind of Information 

  
UK business dataset contains data on local units and enterprises by geography, 
industry, legal status and employment size band. There are additional data at 
enterprise level by turnover size band.  
Dataset can be seen by selecting entity type, time period and a mandatory field. Data 
can be seen in tabular format including graphical representation also. Examples are 
given below: 
 

                 
  
It also provides information on careers including the facilities and scope. Information 
on different topics are given with their macro categories and related articles. 
 
The efficiency of the UK workforce calculated as output per worker, output per job 
and output per hour. It gives information on labour productivity which is an 
important factor in determining the productive potential of the economy and the 
relevant statistical representation are given as highlights as follows: 



                      
 
It provides information on people, population and community. It includes 
information births, deaths, marriage, crime and justice, culture and identity, 
education and health, housing, elections, population and migration etc.  The national 
accounts framework brings units and transactions together to provide a simple and 
understandable description of production, income, consumption, accumulation and 
wealth.  
 Its publications are also discussed here with brief description. As for e.g. : the 
annual United Kingdom national accounts are published in an online publication 
(The Blue Book) by ONS.  It records and describes economic activity in the United 
Kingdom and as such is used by government, banks, academics and industries to 
formulate the economic and social policies and monitor the economic progress of the 
United Kingdom. It also allows international comparisons to be made. 
                                                                                                                                                                    

 
Special Features 

 

 Visitors can search the website by using keyword or time series id. 
 Datasets can be changed, refined and downloaded. 
 Statistical bulletin can be printed directly. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
Statistical bulletins are arranged alphabetically as shown below: 
 

                 
      
 



 

 
 

 
Main categories are arranged alphabetically also : 
 

                                 
 

 
Remarks 

 
ONS is UK’s largest independent producer of official statistics and its recognized 
national statistical institute. It is responsible for collecting and publishing statistics 
related to the economy, population and society at national, regional and local levels. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Statista -  Statistics & Facts of  United Kingdom 

(  https://www.statista.com › Industries › International › UK, Great Britain ) 
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